The cost of science : knowledge and ethics in the HIV pre-exposure prophylaxis trials.
Over the past decade AIDS research has turned toward the use of pharmacology in HIV prevention, including pre-exposure prophylaxis (PrEP): the use of HIV medication as a means of preventing HIV acquisition in those who do not have it. This paper explores the contradictory reasons offered in support of PrEP-to empower women, to provide another risk-reduction option for gay men-as the context for understanding the social meaning of the experimental trials that appear to show that PrEP works in gay men and heterosexual couples but not single women. The PrEP debates reveal the different ideas about "demedicalization" in the earlier gay health and women's health movements and highlight the relationship between health activism and critique of research ethics in the context of a global pharmaceutical market.